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AVENUES FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
IN SCHOOLS: ROLE OF SPC AND NCC

— 2 ST

NIRANJANA KP

Abstract: One of the major purposes of education is to build up q
sense of responsibility among the students for the development of nation.
India will be able to lead the global economy from the front, if the
youth is properly trained and harnessed. Schools as an agency of social
change need to identify, engage, and sustain potential resources in
school environment and surrounding communities, for developing the
competence and problem solving ability of adolescents who can bring
positive change within our societies. Various Ministries of the
Government of India and State Governments are providing a range of
programmes for the development of youth. Over the years, among
diverse initiatives the National Cadet Corps (NCC) has emerged as
B 1) one of India’s premier institutions for imparting systematic training to
‘ ~ youth which covers a wide spectrum ranging from soft skills to military
activities. This chapter describes about SPC and NCC programmes
provided in the schools and its impact on the development of the youth.

Key words: Youth Development, Student Police Cadet

Introduction

Education is the process that enables the learner to acquire the
essential skills and competencies which are necessary for leading abe?ter
life. Education aims at changing the behavior of the students accordiné
to the needs of the society by equipping them with social skill
the major purposes of education is to build up a sense of ¢spe 2011
among the students for the development of nation. The Censts. s
envisaged that the youth in the age group of 15-29 years consut‘:ioll
27.5 percent of the entire population of the country and the PO p‘ﬂaeo
of India is expected to exceed 1.3 billion by 2020 with 2 media? a?orﬁ6
28. This huge youth potential has to be transformed into 2 catalystto
for the growth and development of the nation. India will be abl.c a0d
the global economy from the front, if the youth is properiy t-rm?:ngage '

harnessed. Schools as an agency of social change need toideP™”
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tial resources in school environment and surrounding
i Otendeveloping the competence and problem solving ability

™™ " | who can bring positive change within our societies.
fadolescen
0

. . Ministries of the Government of India and State
Vanoltlssare providing a range of programmes for the development
en

Gove Over the years, among diverse initiatives the National Cadet
ofyouth' CC) has emerged as one of India’s premier institutions for
Corps

. o systematic training to youth which covers a wide spectrum
ispatis 2 soft skills to military activities. The Student Police Cadet
et fr(}):Cn) one of the main flagship youth initiatives of the Kerala
project (S t i,s a school-based youth development plan that trains high
Govemme:ents to evolve as future leaders of a democratic society. It
sfhoolt-"’ti‘:lculcating respect for the law, discipline, and empathy for
ﬁlse:ablc sections of society, civic sense and resistance to social evils
among the high school students. This chapter describes about SPC and
NCC programmes provided in the schools and its impact on the
development of the youth.

Student Police Cadet Project (SPC)

SPC Directorate, Government of Kerala (2020) visualizes the
Sudent Police Cadet (SPC) Project as a school-based youth development
inifiative that trains high school students to evolve as future leaders of a
temocratic society by inculcatin g within them respect for the law,
iscipline, civic sense, empathy for vulnerable sections of society and
sistance to social evils. The project also enables youth to explore and
Gevelop their innate capabilities, thereby empowering them to resist the
SoWthof negative tendencies such as social intolerance, substance abuse,
‘k"’lant behavior, and anti-establishment violence. Equally, it strengthens

il : them commitment towards their family, the community, and the
“Wironment_ I

O"gi") Groweh and Present Status of SPC Project

On the reco,

e rds of SPC Directorate, Government of Kerala (2020),

woggl S of SPC can be traced back to ‘Janakeeyam’ an interactive

Offie hop conducted in 2006 conducted by Kochi City Police for police
ity sc.h001-level NSS volunteers. The workshop was enriched
lcho(,ls “Ipation of more than 400 high school students from 30 }oc;al

*€event pr ovided an opportunity for students to interact with

elopmen; 329
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police officers on community issues and they expressed a desire ¢,
a permanent arrangement for enduring communication with the ohflve
On realizing the long-térm advantages of a permanent school leye ll?ohf:e.
youth liaison mechanism to society, Shri P. Vijayan IpPg p(%h .
Commissioner at that time) initiated a pilot SPC program at (:’VHISt

(Iringol) on October 28, 2008, followed by similar programs at §t. Petei’s'
“School (Kolenchery) and GHSS (Alappuzha). Vi

The follow up done to measure the effectiveness of programpy,
showed positive results on student with significant improvement in
academic performance of students, tackling of school-level deyjay
behavior by police with the help of students themselves, empowermen;
of girl students to resist exploitation, etc. In order to test the effectiveness
of the project a group of police-trained squads of student cadets were
groomed as volunteers in crowd control and related responsibilities for
the annual state school youth festival at Kozhikode, Kerala. The
authorities were convinced the effectiveness of the project and school-
going youth could well be groomed as future pillars of the community.

In 2010, Government of Kerala constituted a high-level committee
to develop a formal school-level youth empowerment program under
then Additional Chief Secretary, Government of Kerala, Shri K
Jayakumar (IAS) and then State Police Chief Shri. Jacob Punnoose IPS.
A blueprint for the program was developed by Shri P. Vijayan IPS t0 be
launched in schools across the state, Accordingly, under the chairr;:lanShiP
of Shri. Jacob Punnoose IPS (DGP-Kerala at that time) a state-level
Advisory Committee was constituted with senior Government officials
as members, and Sri P Vijayan IPS as State Nodal Officer for the S.PC
Project with the objective of moulding a generation of ]aw-abiding:
socially committed and service-oriented youth. Thus in August 2., 2010,
the Student Police Cadet (SPC) Project initiated by Kerala P01.1°e e
implemented jointly by the Departments of Home and Educatio®
supported by Departments of Transport, Forest, Excise and 1_400 i
Government. The project was implemented in 127 selected high sche
higher secondary schools across Kerala 11,176 students, both boys
girls, enrolled as Cadets and 254 teachers trained as scho° ontof
Community Police Officers (CPOs) (SPC Directorate, GOve
Kerala, 2020). ' | :

dergomﬁ
v piog A0

Over the years, the number of SPC schools and cadets ‘:rlu .

training has increased as a result of demanw
; velapmlﬂ'

330 Youth D¢

<

sl




Avenues for Youth Development iy, Schools
v

ss the state. The gigan_tic success of the.: SPC Project jp

cholders acf:;ote d four other Indjap States - Gujarat,
Kerala has Pf(;’ Rajasthan — to reprodu

ataka, ar21 011, the National Poljce angress reco

jevels and mfor anation-wide rollout. During the d““f‘
Programme ct in Haryana on July 21 2018, the Uniop e
of SPC proje d that the SPC project developed by the Kerala p
has announﬁ:"1 for implementing in all the States ang Union
beelill ;i?e;ffcor ding to SPC Directorat
of )

€, Governp
has expanded to 645 schools Within the la
SPC has

ntly benefitin
pool COmpriseg

Olice has

Territon'es
ment of Kerala (2020),

St eight yearg in Kera],.

g from SPC’
ogram, and the SPC training
pr i

more than 13y trained
and about 1500 police officers. 3000 Schools are Currently op
t;lacv};:tsing list for participation in the Program, reflecting
e '
demand for the Program_

the significant
Features of SPC Project

: itias
Ing network. infrastructure and leadership qualitie
to supplement

physical, mental and educational
ent of youth.
Enableg school
and confident
find Solutiong
Stimulates o)
in Creating g

ObjectiVes of SPC

of Police
developm

' c ironments
COmmunities to create safe.Schqolﬁe;;v:vﬂs’ s
Youth willing to react against socC |
to community problems.

ith police
d community leaders to work with [
arents an . ]

afer communities.

Project

hasized by
: dness, as emp
The majp focus is to instill service-mindedne

ahaty, G

1
(3 U5 ng :
implied by “we” in you

d feeling of togetherness implied by

4Gandhi, and feel

|
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Crafting A New World in School Education.

by minds to develo

P them as ideal future citizen. R TG
SPC Project visn e citizen. The main objectiy

alized Kerala Police Department (2020) are. .5¢s =

To mould a generation of youth who willingly respect ang abi
by Law, and who practice civic sense, democratic behavior i
Selﬂess service to society as the natural way of life, : S
* To facilitate development of good health, physical and Mmenty]
fitness, self-control and discipline in youth, thereby enhancip
their capacity for hard work and personal achievement, .

* To enable youth to work with police and other enforcemen;
authorities including Forest, Transport, and Excise in Preventing
crime, maintaining law and order, promoting road safety, and

- improving internal security and disaster management, -

¢ To develop social commitment in youth and empower them
against deviant behavior in themselves and others, thereby
preventing growth of social evils such as drug and alcoho] abuse,,

. intolerance, vandalism, separatism, and terrorism in society.

e To enable youth to explore and develop their inner potential in
achieving success, by inculcating in them leadership, teamwork
skills, innovative thinking and problem solving ability.

¢ To increase knowledge and understanding of effective use of
Information and Communications Technology (ICT) among -
youth, preventing its negative influence and enabling them to
benefit from the vast potential of ICT.

¢ To motivate youth to develop secular outlook, respect for other’s
fundamental rights and willingness to carry out their fundamental
duties as enshrined in the Constitution of India by developing
in them qualities of Patriotism, Open-mindedness, Large-
heartedness, Inclusiveness, Capability and Effectiveness
(POLICE). P '

Activities of SPC Project - T ae: iubobihiH

Various activities to be undertaken by cadets listed in Student P‘?hce
‘Cadet Project (SPC Directorate, Government of Kerala, 2019) are:

v o, . 5 ¢! YOie ARy ades.'
e Effective participation in sports events, exercises, par&

: » lice
camps, classes and travel plans organized for studen P(.’. ,
~ cadets o
332 " Youth Develop™™
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v

al literacy programmes for peers in Cooperation with
" Launch:fm ent and non-governmental organizationg
the gOV

d perform short plays, film shows, mono acts etc. for
Plan a':;ing the public against alcoholism, narcotic drugs,
organ
terrorism etc.

Observe on instances of indiscipline in and outside tha
; classrooms and bring them to the attention of the class teachers
and principals ‘

o Show dedication to patriotism and hold e

arnestness ambitiong
for national development

¢ Celebrate national days and pay tribute to Nationa] flag, symbols
etc., and feel pride in the growth and prosperity of the country.
* Buildanetwork of youn

as well as to experienc

Participate in varioug Programmes w
Personality ski

| i
hich helps to nurture :
National Cadet CO[‘

lls and leadership qualities

Ps (NCC) .
the Ing; ; N?tional Cadet Corps in India is a voluntary organization of
Orpa: annnlltary cad : .

gaNjzq¢:

Zatiq _-“Cet corps with its head Quarters at New Delhi. The
W gye, ;- TECTUIts cag

ets from high schools, colleges and Universities g
Paradeg o 2 20d are given basic military training in small arms and.. ‘!
Cadets do not assume the responsibility of active- y

Dre_cede c Personne) upon completion of the course, but they _take
the~ Perfy Sver the general candidates when selected on the basis of
A0Ce of the force. According to Vashisht (2019), former
voral of NCC, “the National Cadet Corps (NCC) s the largest
e bllsinesvolunteﬂ Organisation in the world, which is committed to

¥ ht Youth empowerment and is ideally suited to help the
Ouz, D . -
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nation realize its demographic divid_en(.l,. the‘reby malfing a §igrﬁﬁcant
contribution to nation-building. The military orientation Pf 1t trajp;
curriculum also ensures handsome dividends in the security domain”.

Background and Present Status of National Cadet Corps

The origin of National Cadet Corps can be trace.:d back to Univer;
Corps which was a significant step taken by Indian Army undey the
Indian Defense Act, 1917 to attract youth towards armed forces wig,
the objective of making up with the shortage of Army. University Corps
was replaced by University Training Corps (UTC) in 1920, wheri the
Indian Territorial Act was passed. Later University Training Corps wag
renamed as University Officers Training Corps. The Nationa] Cadet

Corps could be considered as successors to the University Officer

Training Corps (UOTC), established by the British in 1942, During

Second World War, UOTC never met the expectations set by British
which led to better plans that should be developed so that more young
people can be trained in a better way with armed forces, Later,

schools and colleges at the national level in 1946. The Governor accepted
the National Cadet Corps Act on 16 April 1948 and NCC inaugurated
on 15 July 1948 (Ministry of Defense, India, 2020). Thus, India’s NCC
was established under the National Cadet Corps Act of 1948..

NCC cadets were the second line of defense in the wars with
Pakistan in 1965 and 1971. They organized camp-assisted ordinance
factories, supplied weapons and ammunition to the front lines and used
them as patrols to catch eénemy paratroopers. NCC cadets also work
with the civil defense department to actively participate in rescue efforts

and traffic control. Following the Parker War in 1965 and 1971, the

NCC curriculum was revised. Now, the NCC is not just a second lin-e.Of
defense, but a focus on developing leadership and officer-like qual}tles
was incorporated in the revised syllabus. NCC cadets have received
fewer military trainings, and more attention has been given to other arc&

such as social services and youth management (Ministry of Defen®®
India, 2020). .

The National Cadet Corps is headed by a general who is a“;::y
officer in the rank of Lieutenant General, who operates the naCO
military academy through the headquarters of the National Cadet =

. - . i VI
in Delhi, Covering all states and Union territories the CO““W iy

334
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s. Each headquarters of the State Nationa] Cadet
irectoratee'en 2 and 14 group headquarters, Although the forces
iato S ntrols betW and of the Brigadier General or theijr €quivalent, the
Cofgn er the cofti‘:co mmand of colonels or equivalents of the Air Force
:::m eundzrthe majors or their equivalents controls the NCC units
wd ItIat‘rlyy’ozanefenSe, Incia, 2 e

(in® '

0,000 initial cadets, from the beginning of the Parliamentary

With 2 ly 1948, the NCC currently has an authorized strength of
pct of 13 ]‘:k)lll cadets. It has 16,288 institutions, representing whole of
ground 141 cluding 716 districts of the country. More than 8,000
India b ‘: waiting to get enrolled and only extremely remote or
insntutl::l‘ areas were not included as well recently developed districts

z mreﬁ:;‘i pur and Telangana (Vashisht, 2019). While reviewing the
Z(f)ntn'bution of 17 directorates of NCC during pandemic period of to
fight against Covid 19, the Defence Minister, Rajnath Singh, announced
that India government is determined and has decided to go ahead with
. the expansion of NCC in the coastal and boarder areas. The Minister

isostressed the modernization of NCC and to make the NCC activities
' of colleges and universities NCC in tu

_Avenses for Yéutb Development in Schools

ne. with the semester system .
- (Gurung, 2020).

. Motto of NCC

By abiding the motto of °
“mmitted to become one of
People from different parts of
o unity to develop as secular
tlhle };; Central Advisory Co

b » the hecessity of havi
a dlscussed. Am

?{Jeefiﬂg held on Q¢
o iscip

‘Unity and Discipline”, the NCC is
greatest organization to connect young
the country together and shaping them
and disciplined citizens of the nation.At
mmittee (CAC) meeting held on August
ng a motto for the National Cadet Corps
ong the various mottos suggested, at the 12 CAC
tober 12, 1980, the final decision was made to choose

' line” Ministry of Defence,
Biig, 200g), - PIN€” as the motto of NCC ( try ,

ject; ' '
“ives ang Core Valyes of NCC -

(mzo)Th:rPurpose of N

Yith).. . © 'O creat
“&Eﬂship skills,
prO\r’idesr Which

CC spelled out by Ministry of Defence, India
an organized, well-trained and motivated youth
S in all walks of life, who are able to serve the country

Profession they choose. NCC in addition fo that ‘f‘l§°
®MVironment conducive to inspiring young Indians to join
lop

O'Qh Deve

Meny 335
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rajin;

The main gim of NCC i.s to develop chal'aCter
the armed forces: spirit of adventure, ideals of selfless seric;

. discipliné 53
comradeships dlff;g:namong st young citizens.

atified by Ministry of Defence, India (2020)

s ide
that s’tl;gslflo;izzhgl ranks of National Cadet Corps to develop g
: .

continuously evolving organization are -

S sensé of patridtic commitment to €NCOUrage cadets to contribyge

to national development.

b, Respect for diversities in religion, language, culture, ethnicity,
life style and habitat to instill a sense of National unity and social
cohesion. ‘ |

c. Abiding commitment to learn and adhere to the norms and values
enshrined in the Indian Constitution.

d.. Understanding the value of a just and impartial exercise of

‘authority.
e.  Ability to participate in community development and other social
- ' programme. & i~
f. A hez.althy life style free of substance abuse and other unhealthy
* practices. e

g Sensitiv ' o
e f}.'to the needs of Poqr and socially disadvantaged fellow

)

fl. I[ljlc:lcva ting habits of restraint and self-awareness |

L. Understanding the valyes ¢ ' : T

: es sacrifice,
: perseverance and hard w oflf._hénesty, truthfulness, _self-.s_gcpi?ce,

J. . Respect fo o i

| x knowledge wisdom and the poster of ided

2 vik (i 2 2. Omand i oxect o4

Activities of NCC . LR iy i poweroL 1€i¢as Vel
{ .’I'heu-ainin & ‘-. " £ i i REBNES

; , g actiy ‘) .= ,

are classified into five g gy be undertaken by National Cadet o1

exchange programme » adventure training and spor's )
2020): 5, career Counseling (Ministry.of Defences

48

@ Instimﬁonal Tr Ini {2 Juo L2140, ) 03 115 s
almng;,Am ‘ : 4 ‘ cidh CeitieSs
0ng the various training activit o

- percent of activitje

_includes mili > ¢ related to jnstitutional tf\ai“ing.' o
A/B/C..  These aCtiVitig’ Parades, camps, certificate o
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nder the guidance of Associate NCC Officers ‘(ANO) |
Scm;l;ganent Instructional (PI) staff from regular armed forceg
and F€
personnel-

munity Development / Social Services: Activities of
Com unity development / social services constitutes 19 percent
C(;lzﬁivities which includes blood donation, tree Plantation,
:arﬁcipate in awareness campaigns/ activities listed by Government
of India.

., Adventure Training and Sports: The 21 percent of activitieg
comprises of adventure training and sports such as para-sailing/
jumping, micro light flying, hang gliding, slithering, wind surfing,
scuba diving, ocean sailing, canoeing, kayaking, skiing, Yachting,
cycle/motor cycle expedition, trekking, mountaineering, riding,
tock climbing, etc. These activities are 1

: ncorporated with the aim
of incorporating a spirit of adventure and team spirit among the
members. T

d to pursue

: Naval Ships and Air force,
. glven opportunity to interact with regular Army,
Navy and Aiir Force units Y : ; ¥

oft gy 22D State and
.S, leadergh;
Wideqs 0 servicep’

Pact of SPC ang

ong ; impfwt of SPC and NCC on developing various qualities

g outh i analyzed by'reviewing related studies. Vyas (2018)
*dthe effe

cadets N

IPS Oorganization also organizes various camps
national levels. for developing personality traits,
Spirit of adventure, patriotism, secular outlook
among the cadets ol - }aap

NCC on Youth Devélopment

Q&a district. Results of the study indicated that
h :

b
Ut
Develop'nem
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NCC training has significant positive effect on conflict manag
skills of the cadets. Among the various conflict managemen; styl
majority of the cadets preferred collaborating and accommyg i e
management style and avoiding management style was least préferr'n
Ranjith (2017) analyzed the legal awareness among student police L
of Kerala on a sample of 320 students police cadets of secondary schdolts
The results of the study showed that the legal awareness of studep; pol 8,
cadets is at average level. Mumthas and Safna (2016) comparegd soci::
competence of student police cadets and non-cadets in secondary schools
of Kerala on a sample of 800 students. The results of the study revealeg
that the student police cadets have more social competence thap non.
cadets in secondary schools. The results also'indicated that gpo
programme helped the cadets to develop various persohality traits such
as leadership quality and social commitment. G L

Cep

, Velath (2016) reported that more than 90 p'e:é'en't of the
stakeholders — cadets (school children), teachers, and police personne]
— considered the project objectives highly relevant, and the results were
effective. The study also reported that 94 percent of the stakeholders
were of the view that SPC has boosted awareness of environmental issues,
especially the need for preservation and improvement of public resources
such as water, air, and forests. Among the stakeholders 27 percent agreed
that participation in the programme had increased their communication
skills and 98 percent agreed that SPC was instrumental in improving
their health and physical fitness. The 33 percent of respondents agreed J
that the programme had improved their academic performance and 95
percent of parents were of the view that SPC had enhanced the oyerall
performance of their children and strengthening of their leadership skills.

Sarkar and Margaj (2015) analyzed the impact of NCC studies on
developing soft skills among 120 youth undergoing NCC training in
various schools. The results indicated that institutional training of
national cadet corps helped youth to become confident, committed and
competent leaders in all walks of life. The training also enhanced the
awareness level of cadets for being responsible human bgings_anfi
provided opportunities as well motivated the cadets to enhanceé ﬂ"e“
knowledge, awareness levels on life and soft communication skills,
character building and personality development. The resl_ll_ts i
indicated that adventure activities developed leadership qualities &

risk taking abilities of the cadets.

338 : Youth Developmenl.
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s of research studies revealed that SPC and NCC ar
ering the youth and capable of achieving thei:
tent as the activities resulted in the strengths

sful in empow

ces
U 1o a great ex

quch 853

peveloping various
quality, confidence,
ing awareness of environmental issues and need for

resources among the cadets

personality traits of cadets such as leadership
communication skills and soft skills

Boost ¢
preventing public

[mproving health and physical fitness of cadets
. Developing social competence and social commitment of cadets

Contributing to nation building

|
| . Enhancing knowledge, legal awareness and academic performance

of cadets
Enabling cadets to deal with conflict management situation

ative and accommodating conflict

+ Developing collabor
management style

- Conclusion

3 : By the analyzing the activities of cadet
objectives laid out by NCC and SPC have stoo
. 1o meet the socio-economic expectations of
feported that the SPC programme is a constructive solution to internal
sec‘_lrfty challenges among youth identified by police organizations such
o fiSing crime rates and anti-social activities such as terrorism among
z?ith’ increasing radicalization, deteriorating rc?sPect for law, ll)l'llcirteai:llg
A ence against women, weak sense of civic responsiol y
“Vironmental protection, and misuse of ICT and technology-

. e
In an article Gurung (2020) reported that 2 D nZsI:iifiﬁﬁe
. ster of India, during the press meeting, appfec1ated e

. . s h
Blzeg bY_ National Cadet Corps to the local ac%rn}nlstl'atlon n
0vid-19 outbreak by engaging in logistics

anage .
ment duti isti uties,
Aleri)q uties, assisting tr?fﬁc d % Jistributing :
» medicines etc., making as W¢ akin short videos:

es by " one of the

liga
ged in ;
i Coronavirus awareness pl'Ogrh 5 ot antage Wi 1 should

. ant you

- higy fortunate to.h demograp ®
€St numl, ave a These aspiran
Um er : WOfld-
N()fyoung peoplein e ™ ' 339
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be able to transfer what they have learnt in classrooms to real Jjf,
situations.

Along with explicit knowledge delivering mechanism we e
teachers and curriculum frame workers need to prov1fle skills In executing
tasks to the students as per global status. One of the important l_ndicato;s
of development is youth development. Both th:c Student .Pohce.Cadet
Project and National Cadet Corps are a m.a.sswe .expenm.ent in this
direction which provides numerous opportunities for developing varigyg
skills and learning continuously at regular intervals at the pace of the
learners. In addition to that they bring an interface between police and
students or military and students by inculcating values among Stlldentg
to become responsible citizen and contributing to nation building. Thus,
itis evident that the SPC and NCC has the potential to coincide with the
concept of “Education for Peace” proposed by the National Council for
Educational Research and Training (NCERT), because all the three are
designed to promote the concept of peace and enable children to deal
with conflict situations.
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