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Introduction 
Education is to develop the unique individuality of each child 

according to his nature in a natural way. Every child needs nurturing, 
education and exercise. These needs do not end when children come in 
contact with the law. No delinquent has a gene or a set of genes, which 
produce in him a tendency to indulge in antisocial behaviour. Children 
are _considered as the pillar of a nation. They form a bright nation with t~ powei: and capability. Nehru identified children as the root of a 
~t future. Hence childhood forms the foundation of human life. A 

sa e childhood is a human right. But unfortunately, millions of children 

I 159 I 

·.- --~·rm 



tJGC·HJU)C, 
tJNIVEJtSfTY OF KERALA Redefining C:hi!J ~H 

,, ,. t- 111 lq new i,arrnaJ ( . r 11:, 

_",n deprived of educational opportunities 
.. "'rid re~ ill' • • . . , as a r 

-lf,llt I) 

J ofe! the "'"' lirial ins tab ty, . terrons t actmues, internal dis CSllJt of 
.. , customs, Pod rruprion. Children have not always b turban Po.tt.... s~ · • an co een on th Cea '\T, 

d tected poliC1CS t considered as a separate group but were tradi . e h\lh\. • ".:· 
e11 are no tionan lli::i, 

~di. thj their parents. . . Y tb,~t 
a propertY child has some rights, but m practice tn 11 

ch and every N • c • 0st of .. t Ea . . h The United anons onventlon on the Righ 1.11e ~:. • theU' l1g ts. . th • • . ts f 
do not get defines child nght as e muumum entitletnent and o the 
(UNCRQ t989 ed to every citizen _below -~e age?~ 18 regardless of frctdoin 
should be afford d language, religion, opiruon, ongtn, wealth, birth race, llatil\o. 

..in1n colour, gen ~, , status, diaa~~ 
OJ.If,-, c:haracterisUCS, ~, 
or other . eriod nobody thought to give special protection • 

In the ~:~drpen were considered as the small adults. Durin~thto children, In 
'ddl age cnu . dr cial • -66 e 19th the e ed in French to give chil ~n spe protecnon enabling the t century 

the idea eroerg . rights. Since 1881 the French goverrunent incl d P °8tessn,c 
d~opment of 0111lChilodrr en to be Educated. Protection of children beoi: e? the 

11 inht for the d 0 ~s 1n th 2 ' the ,~ . was started first in France and sprea across Europe afterwards, e Qdi 
ccoturY- This bl of the UN adopted the Declaration of the Right of thin 1959 
th General Assero Y hildr ' • h Th £ 11 • e O,:..J e . . 10 principles of the c ens ng t e o owmg are the »;,;~ 
which~es~bes_mth UN declaration (1959). . ·~atsof 
the Child given 111 e • • 

dis 'minatioo 00 account of race, colour, sex, lanP1J~~e, pJ;,.; • . No cn . al cial . . oc:, . t~on, 
political or othe! opinion, nattohis~ £-~~~!o ongm, property, birth or other 
. • bether of himself or of . anwy • statuS, w . 

, S ecial protecti~o, opportunities and facilities to develop physically, tnentallfi 
s;iritually and socially in a healthy and normal manner and in condition of 
freedom and dignity. 

• The Right to Name and Nationality. 
, The Right to social security, adequate -nutrition, housing, recreation, and 

medical service. 
• The differently abled child to be given specific treatment, education and care. 

• The Right to participation. 

• The Right to development 

• The Right to survival. 

• The right to protection 
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India also gives prior importance to the protection of Child Right There are a 
bet of Rights to the children which is included in the Constitution of India. Some 

:~e Acts which i:emted ~o the Rights in India are Child Labour Prohibition Act 

1986), Pre-natal Diagnostic Techni~ue Act (1994),Juvenile Justice (care and protection 
( f children) Act 2000 and 2015, Right to Education Act (2009), The Protection Of 

~hildrell from Sexual_ Offen~es Act, 2012(P~CSO). The Department of Social Welfare 
beell implementing vanous schemes and programmes for the development of 

dreO for improving their overall quality of life. The New Juvenile Justice (Care 
protection of Children) Act, ~015 is progressive child related legislation and its 

an ble invokes the UN convention on the Rights of the child. An institution was 
P~hed by the Government of Kerala to rehabilitate children below 18 years of 

:; who are in need of care and protection under Juvenile Justice Act, 2015. • 

Need and Significance of the Study 
"Ignorance of law is not excused". This legal maxim explains the importance of 

]aw and its awareness. • 
The Constitution of India gives much importance to the Rights of children. 

Th e are a number of articles in our Constitution to address various needs of children. 

Aft: independence, the Government of India has adopted many educational projects 

for the development of children. In 1964 the Kothari commission report provided a 

comprehensive recommendation to improve Indian education ~ector._ After ~t :ario~ 
Commissions.and committee reports came to enhance the quality of educa~on m India 

in the elementary and secondary level. Also various Acts in the areas covering definition 

of the child rights, ciyil rights and freedom, general principles, family, environment and 

alternative care, basic health and welfare, education, leisure and cultural activities and 

special protection measures related to children are there. The Right to Education Act 

(RTE) 2009 describes the importance of free and compulsory education for chilC;lren 

between 6 and 14 years. In 2015 the government modified the Juvenile Justice Act 

of 2000 and which allows children aged 16 to 18 years and in conflict with law to be 

tried as adults in cases of heinous offences. The new Juvenile Justice Act 2015 and 

Rules give guidelines for the proper functioning of the educational system, vocational 

facilities, medical care, remedial activities, Shelter, food, developmental opportunities 

and exposure for socialization/ mainstreaming etc . 

A teacher's role in the life of an individual is crucial and a good teacher occupies 

significant place in the minds of young students. After parents, it is the teacher 

He O tnfluences the child most and contributes to the shaping of his or her personality. 

Tea: teacher should know the rights of the children and need to stand for it 

ers should ensure that all children are protected from all forms of exploitation, 
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d ding treatment The teachers have a cru . 
abuse, neglect. inhuman ai:1dht: it will create a significant and positive : tole~ 

tecting the childten's Ilg . teachers should know and thoroughly 1,ftdPatt ott pro th prospecuve • "" ers children's minds. So, e . ,, and protection of children) Act Thus th taiid uvenile Justice \care nil J . , e Pte.t-the aspects of J e level of awareness on Juve e usttce ( care and pro ~11t study aims to underswid th . e teachers at secondary level of children) Act among prospectlV . . 
Ob. ectives of the study . . . . J el f wareness ori Juvenile Justice (Care and Protecti • To find out the le~ o a ective teachers at secondary level on of Children) Act, among prosp . . . . • 

ether there exists any significant difference 1Il mean scores • To lind out wh nil ustice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 1111 of 
awarenes_s on Jchuve et J condary level with respect to subject of specializ _ong prospecuve tea ers a se , . anon. 

Hypothesis of the Study . • • 
. :.-.1'1cant difference m the mean scores of awareness onJuv~:1 • There exists no s"¾;ll&U . . "llllC 

J 
. tiCare and Protection of Children) Act, among prospecttve teachers at usnce , cializ' • secondary level based on subject of.spe a~on .• 

Methodology in Brief 
Method 

Survey method was adopted for collecting the required data for the study. 
Participants 

The study' was conducted on a sample· of 110 prospective teachers at secondary 
level selected from Kozhikode district. While collecting the data due representation 
was given to the subject of specialization of the participants. 
Tool Used 

'~wareness Test on Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Ari' . 
(Abid and Niranjana, 2020) was used to measure the awareness of prospective teachm 
at secondary level on Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act The 
awareness consisted of 20 items related to various aspects of Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act 2015. 
Statistical Techniques to be used 

Test of Significanc~ of Difference between Means of two samples (t-test) was used to analyze the collected data . . . 
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~ysis and Discussion . ! 

u,el of Awar~ness on JuvenUe Justice (Care and Protection of Children) 
Ad a,nong prospective Teachers at Secondary Level • . . • .. 

• In order to understand the level of awareness on Juvenile Justice (Care and 

rrotection of Childr~n) Act among prospective teachers at secondary level, the 
JJlean score of the vanable was calculated and-the result is presented in Table 1. 

table 1 . , . 
}lean Score of A~areness on Juvenile Justice (Care and Pr:otection of Children) 
Act among Prospective .Teachers at Secondary Level 
.-- Variable Mean Score 

- Awareness on Juvenile Justice 8.35 

(Care and Protection of Children) Act 
-

Table 1 reveals that the mean score of Awareness on Juvenile Justice (Care and 

Protection of Children) Act among prospective teachers at secondary level is 8.35 

which is less than the neutral value (10) of the Awareness Test on Juvenile Justice Act 
/ .. 

The result indicates that the majority of the prospective teachers at secondary level 

have low level of Awareness on Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act 

Difference in the Mean Scores of Awareness on Juvenile Justice (Care and 

Protection of Children) Act among Prospective Teachers at Secondary· Level 

with respect to Subject of Specialization 
. ' 

In order to understand whether there ~xis ts any significant difference in the 

mean scores of Awareness on Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act 

amongprospective teachers at secondary level with respect to subject of.speciaJiz~tion, 

Test of significance of difference between means of two samples (I-test) was used. 

Data and results of mean difference analysis of awareness on Juvenile Justice (Care 

and Protection of Children) Act among prospective teachers at secondary level with 

respect to subject of speciaHzation is given in Table 2. 

Table2 
Data and remits of mean difference ana!Jsis of awareness on Juvenile Justice 
(Care and Protection of Children) Act a111011g Prospective Teachers at Secondary Level with 

"JJ>t~ to S11bject of Specialization 

--...., Group N 
Arts 48 

Mean 
8.08 

SD t-Value 
2.84 

Science 62 8 "----. .55 3.03 0.819 ________________ ..:....:..:..:. __ 
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Table 2 shows that he obtained t value is 0.819 for awareness on Juveni} . 
(Care and Protection of Children) • Act among Prospective Teachers at S e }Usttee 

b. f • 1· • Th b • d econd'3-Level with respect to su 1ect o spec,a 1z~t1on. e o tatne t value is less than~, 
tabled value at .01 and .05 levels of significance. The analysis of the results h the 
that there is no signifi~t difference in mean scores of Awareness on Juveniles} °"'.ed 
(Care and Protection of Children) Act among prospective teachers at secondary ~bee 
with respect to subject of specialization. Thus, it can be concluded that the Aw e\rel 
on Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act among prospective tarechness . ea ers who belongs to saence stream and arts stream are same. 
Conclusion 
1 

The results of the study indicate tha~ the p~ospective teachers at secondary level 
have only low level of Awareness on Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) 
Act. The result also indicated that there exists no significant difference in the Awareness 
on Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act among prospective teachers 
at secondary level with respect to subject of specialization. Hence, it is very important 
to improve the awareness on Juvenile Justice Act among prospective teachers at 
secondary level as it constitutes a part of child rights. To improve the awareness on 
Juvenile Justice Act, while modifying the curriculum of B.Ed it is advisable to include 
Juvenile justice laws and their institutions as a part of Child Rights. Field visits to 
Juvenile Justice Institutions and a system correcting misconceptions about Juvenile 
Justice Laws and institutions through film and other media can be ~ranged. The 
teacher training institutions can arrange workshops and monitoring of the activities of 
the children's courts and prepare a report. The prospective teachers can be provided 
opportunities to interact with child welfare police officer at nearest police station and 
encourage them to conduct seminars on Juvenile Justice Law and its institutions. 
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